
First Baptist Church 

What thoughts are go-

ing through your mind?  

Regret over all those 

Christmas Goodies?  

Remorse over those 

credit card bills?  Frus-

tration over not keep-

ing resolutions?  Love 

as we celebrate Valen-

tineôs Day?  Maybe 

these and more because 

there is always more 

than one thing running 

through our minds. 

I want to stay positive, 

so my focus will be on 

love!  Itôs Sunday 

morning (January 27) 

and Iôm sitting at home 

in my office.  Iôd much 

rather be in church with 

my family in Christ.  

Doctorôs orders kept 

me home and I donôt 

desire any of you to go 

through this mess. 

Back to my pointð

love.  Iôve heard it said 

Paris is for lov-

ers...even saw a 

bumper sticker saying 

Virginia is for lovers.  

At the risk of sounding 

corny, I believe FBC is 

a place for loversð

lovers of God and 

loved by God! 

Itôs not the same:  not 

being in churchðnot 

worshipping togetherð

not having group Bible 

Studyðnot seeing the 

ones we care for.  Oh, I 

realize there are times 

we cannot make it (like 

today).  But, I plan on 

keeping those times to 

a minimum. 

I believe love is a com-

mitmentðmuch more 

than a feeling!  Love 

within the church body, 

love for God, love for 

spouse, even Godôs 

love for us is out of 

commitment.  It is 

more deeper, fulfilling 

and honest than those 

feelings that can be 

fleeting.  Wonôt you 

choose love? 

Pastor Dave & Stacy 
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Have you guessed who this young family is to the right?  Some of you 

may not remember how folk looked that long ago, so Iôll give you some 

hints. 

He served as a Deacon for many years as well as our first Sunday School 

Superintendent for 25 years.  She taught Sunday School, Bible School, 

and continues as an active WMU member.  In this picture, though itôs 

hard to tell, she is in the ñfamily wayò with their third child.  The young 

boy has grown up to be a doctor and the little girl in Daddyôs arms is in 

the banking field. 
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Choir DirectorðMegan 
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Grissom 

S.S. DirectorðRandy Smith 

WMU DirectorðShelba Hill 
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Weekly Events 

Sunday 

9:45 amðSunday School 

Assembly 

11:00 amðWorship Service 

6 pmðChoir Rehearsal; 

Team KID; and The Truth 

(Youth Group Fellowship) 

Wednesday 

7:30 pmðAdult Bible Study 

and Children in Action 



As you flipped the page you might tell by the 

next picture...they are Braswell & Hazel Smith 

with son, John, and daughter, Kay on the front. 

Hazel has been part of this church since before 

the walls went up...doing as much as she could 

then as well as today 

to keep us effective 

ministers for Christ.  

Some of her memories 

include watching their 

three children grow up 

here, accept Christ, 

and be baptized.  Both 

their daughters were 

married here.  She 

even remembers ñThe 

Apostoloiò Youth 

Choir which Nell di-

rected. 

Other memories in-

clude Homecoming on the groundsðstretching 

out a wire fence over posts (this served as ta-

bles).  After lunch on the grounds, admittedly the 

flies and mosquitoes didn't seem so bad back 

then, all would travel back inside for a time of 

singing. 

Hazel remembered many of the women either 

had babies or where going to soon and they 
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caught up to the third 

heaven? 

2. What city in Revela-

tion was seen as a 

place that would never 

again hear the voices 

of brides and grooms? 

 Here are some 

questions to encourage 

you to think and know 

Godôs Word a little better.  

Hope you enjoy... 

1. What man knew some-

one who had been 
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3. What Jewish girl 

became queen of 

Persia? 

Answersé  

 

1. Paul (2 Corinthians 

12:1ñ7) 

2. Babylon (Revelation 

18:23) 

3. Esther (Esther 

2:17) 

would take turns keeping the nursery for each 

other.  She spoke of how Bible School was always 

a great event.  She would bring children by the car 

loads with some arms and legs hanging out open 

windows...seatbelt laws were not in effect at this 

time.  Another of Ha-

zelôs memories centered 

on the choirðof which 

there were only five 

(thatôs right...5) mem-

bers.  Boy, we have 

come a long way! 

Hazel told me she has 

fussed for over 25 years 

to get new bathrooms 

for our sanctuary build-

ing.  Granted that was a 

hard thing for me to be-

lieve.  She did say how 

thankful she is for the 

great strides being done to accomplish this long-

awaited goal.  She went on to say once theyôre 

done sheôll just keep quiet.  Well, if that is the 

case, I suggest we keep a small piece from the 

bathrooms set aside only to be completed on the 

day God calls her home.  After all, a ñhushedò Ha-

zel just wonôt do to keep things ñnormalò around 

here! 


